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' It is a ſport to a foote to doe miſchief. 
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Prov. 21. 17, Do N 
He that loues paſtime ſhall be a poore man, 


Epheſ. 5. 11. 


Hane no fellowſvip With the Vnfruitfull Works of 
aarkneſſe, but rather reprone them, 
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AN HVMBLE. 


SVPPLICATIO 


TENDRED 
tothe H oh and Honourable Houſe" 


OF 
PARLIAMENT, 
Aſſembled May xviij. 

1025. 


\ > R525 Hereas Stage-playes are repugnant to 
\\a Ve the - Written, Word and Will of Al- 
By 9) V/A mightie God, the onely Wiſe Gouemour 

D) &/ righteous Fudge of the whole world ; 

dangerous to the eternall ſaMuation 
both of the aftours and ſpettatours ; breede many 

mnconueniences Whereſoeuer they come 5 procure the 

' judpments of God to the whole kingdome , for ſine 
tollerated pourchaſerh Gods Wrath to the Whole 
mation, as appeareth Joſh. 22. 18. and Sa- 
lomon ſayth Prov. 14-34. Sinne us 4, reproach to 

any people ; and hane beene juſtly cenſured and 
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Nel (4) 
Worthily prohibited by: Slatutes made in the late 
Raugne of famouſe Qugene Elizabeth , arid of our 
Learned and Noble King James : May 1t there- 
fore pleaſe this High and Honourable Houſe , which 
is the moſt honourable Court m all E Hrope » UPON 
 eview of this ſhort* Treatiſe following , to take 


ence more into conſideration this matter of Stape- 


” playes,, and by ſome few words added to the 
former Statutes , to reſtreyns them 
[ for eurr hereafter, 
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brancers , which ſtand continually on their watch- 
towres, both more diligently to examine the na- 
ture of Stage-playes, which haue had much coun- 
tenance, and {ome defenſe; to tric whether they 
be warrantable by the word of God or no; andalſo 
more earneſt prayer to God for his aſſiſtance, and 
{crious indeavours to difſwade Chriſtians from en- 
tertayning them, Hence proceede thele fewe en- 
luing reaſons, briefly contracted into a narrow 
roome, that the reader may with facilitie conceaue 
the force of the arguments, and ſoundly judge of 
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the trueth of them. And for better direction to the 

Reader, the whole ſumme is drawne to theſe foure 

heads, 

Firſt, the originall beginning of Stage-playes is 

es: je... . 
Secondly, the end is pointed out for which they 


were firſt deviſed. ſeed. 3. 

Thirdly, the generall matter or argument acted in 
them, is opened in few words : ſec#. 4. 

Fourthly, the-reaſons to proue them vnlawtullare 


rendred = 80 
I. The onginall beginning of Stage -playes. 


from-thoſe men which were not in the 
Church of God. When God hadappoin- 
ted man to get his liuing , with his labour Gen, 3. 
19, Iuball the ſeauenth of Cain his race invented 
playing. Gen.4.21.0n Inſtruments, which (as after) 
1s a lawfull recreation. But the invention of divers 


Heathen in- 2+ 'F He firſt beginning of playes proceeded 


ſorts of valawfull playes is briefly noted by Plinius 


Hiſtor, natur. lib. 7, cap. 59. by Euſebius de pre- 


- par. euang, lib, 1. cap. z. and lib, 2. cap. 2. by Ar- 
 nobius contra gentes lib, 7, by Polydorus Virgi- 
| Thus de rerum invent, lib, 3. cap. 13. by Alexander 


ab Alexandro-genialium dierum. libr.6.cap.19. by 
Cxlius Rhodiginus antiq. lib, 8. cap. 7. Whether 
they grew vp tirſt at Lydia in Afta as faith Herodo- 
tus lib.1. orat Athens in Grecia,as Polydorus Vir- 


-Silius lib. 3, cap.13. and Volaterranus lib. 29. ca.11. 


report, it is not materiall. Pauſanias in Eltacis wri- 
tcth that Iphitus was admoniſhed by the oracle of 


Apollo 


of Stage-playes, ”7 
Apollo to reſtore the Olympike games. Toſephus 
Scaliger poeticcs lib. 1, cap. 22. &c. may fatiſhe all 
men that delireto reade more of this point. About | 
the beginning of the Perſian monarchie, which _ 
wasalmoſt 500 yeeres afore Chriſt , and about the zlye.. 
time of the Tewes returne out of the captivitie of 
Babylon, this miſcreant author alwayes of ſome 
hurte, never ofany good to Chriſtian or heathen , 
_ firſt came abroade with great ſolemnitic, as it may 
be gathered by Herodotus, Afterwards from thoſe 
Lydians in Afia, or from the Grecians at Athens, 
came playes to Rome in the reigne of Tarquinius 
Priſcus, as Euſebius noteth in his Chronologieat 


the yeare of the world 4602. Hermanus Contra- ,j.,,,1 4 


Ctus at the yeare'of the world 3341 noteth the Alexaud. 
ſame. And Titus Livius lib.7. Pomponius Lztus%5-*+*% 
in Philippo, Funccius in his worthic Chronologie 

at the yeare of the world 3512. and Herodianus 

lib. 3. witnes how the Romans augmented their: 

playes afterwards, 

The firſt authoriſed entrance that any ſuch kinde The mace 
of playes or heathen exerciſe had into the church Hon 
of God, ſeemeth to be about 170 yeares bcfore the of the leves- 
birth of Chriſt , when that wicked Iefus affecting 
heatheniſme, changed his name into Iaſon, and for 
x50 talents of ſilver purchaſed a commiſſion of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes king of Syria, that he might 
erect a place for heathen exerciſes at Ierufalem, and 
traine up the youth of the Iewes in the cuſtomes of 
the Gentiles, 1 Maccab.1. 12. Ioſeph. antiq. lib, 12. 
cap. 6. but more ſpecially 2 Maccab. 4. 7. &c. 

Which exerciſe though it was not to play on the 
ſtage, bur for activitie of their bodies, 'yct Rondy 
iQ, bore here 
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A Treatiſe 


here be obſerved as an entrance to other heathen 
cuſtomes, and as that which maketh way to bring 
in Stage-playes afterwards. Then Herode the 
greate increaſed heatheniſh playes and exerciſes 
orcatly in his daycs, building one theater at Teruſa- 
lem ; Tofeph. antiq. lib. 15. cap. 10. or 11. and an 
 otherat Czſarea Stratonis ; Toſeph. antiq. lib. 15, 
cap. 13, and lib. 16, cap. 9, The horrible finnes 
of the Iewes cutte them offſhortly after from being 
the Church of God, and therefore no more can be 
| ſayd of their heatheniſh exerciſes, | 
Thi os. How or when Playes came into the Chriſtian 
rrance into Church, and who firſt gaue them 1ntertunment, 
i T”—_— is more incident to this preſent purpole , and fitter 
_reltimonie to giue evidence hereafter either for. 
them oragainit them. When the Roman Empe- 
rours delighted too much in all kind of playes, and 
when chriſtian religion grew mightily under them 
in Europe eſpecially, chriſtians imbraceing the 
Goſpel could notbe altogether ignorant of theſe 
ſtage-playes, bur ſometimes ſome chriſtians reſor- 
ted to theſe playes, as by the complaints and invec- 
tiues of fome ancient fathers againſt them), 1t doth 
 appeare. And though ſecretly by ſuch meanesplayes 
through fſatans ſubtilties approached neare to the 
church doore, yet all rhis while neither the Empe- 
rours power thruſt them upon the Church, nor 
the reverend Fathers and faithfull Paſtours of thoſe 
times gaue way to ſuch open wickednes by theire 
filence, But when that great ſcarlet coloured 
whore of Babylon with her golden cup of abhomi- 
nations in her hand, which hath a name written in 
her torchead, a mylterie, great Babilon the mother 
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of Stage-playes, ov 
of. whoredomes, and which reigneth over the 
kings of the carth, was {ct in Peters chaire at Rome - 
j as the Papiſts ſay; then did the king of the Locuſts, 
called Lbaddonand Apolhon, hauing the key of the 
bottomeles pitt, with full- power for ſuch a pur- 
polſe,ſette the church doore wide open tor ſundric 
iportesand playes to enter freely into the houſe of 
God,as Platina reporteth Paulus II. did, And that 
not onely in thetr great ſolemnitiesand feſtivals , 
which were ſpent commonly in bellie cheare and 
Playes,as Peucerus writeth of Vrbanus IT II. much 
| after the faſhion ofthe Iſraclites, fitting downe to 
cate and drinke, and rifing up to play : but fpecial- 
ly in their rich Iubilies, firſt begunne in the Chri- 
ſtian church by Bonifacius VI II. in the yeare of 
Chriſt 1300, and afterwards continued and haſten- 
cd by his ſucceſſors. Of which Sports and Playes 
Aventinus annal. Bojor. lib. 7. ſpeaking of Cle- 
mens VI. and Bale in the life of Iulius ITI. doe 
write, And thus much ſhall ſuffice for the begin- 
ning of Playes among the Lydians of Alia; and 
among the Grecians and Romans in Europe ; as al- 
{o for their entrance into the Chriſtian church,firſt 
ſecretly by the malice of Satan ſtealing fome Chri- 
ſtians affefions to ſuch vanities; then openly by 
the power of that Abaddon of Rome, who befor- 
ted mens ſenſes with ſuch tooleries, that he might 
robbe their purſes in his rich Iubilics, 
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IT. The ende for which Playes were deviſed. 


3. THe finall cauſe or ende for which the Hea- 
1 then firſt deviſed Playes, was to pacific their 
w- ZÞangric 
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angrie gods, and ſo remoue ſome preſent calamitie 
which vexed them. The Lydians ſought by Playes 
to remedie a greate famine that was among them , 
as Herodotus witneſſeth in Clio. The Athenians 
renewed their Playes about the latter ende of the 
Perſian Monarchie, in the dayes of Euthydemus 
their governour, thereby thinking to remoue 2 
grievous peſtilence, as ſayth Diodorus Siculus lib, 
12. Alſo Livius lib. 7. and Paulus Oroftus libr. 3. 
| Cap.4. write that the heathen Romans ſore afflicted 
about the ſame time, with peſtilence, by the adviſe 
of their idoll prieſts, ſet forth their Stage-playes to 
turne away that affliction, thinking their Playes 
would pleaſe their gods. 
_ But Dionyſus Halicarnaſſeus 11.7. Arnobius.lib, 
7. contra gentes, Pauſanias in Corinthiacis. Augu- 
ſtinus de civitate dei lib, 2. cap. 13. & lib.3. cap.18. 
& lib, 4. cap. 1, & cap. 26, Polydorus Virgil. de in- 
ventione rerum lib. 3, cap. 13. and Volaterranus 
lib. 29. cap. 11. write {o plainly and fully of this 
' matter, that the reading of any one of them may ſa- 
_riſhe the ſober minded, and giue them to under- 
ſtand, that as Chriſtians by dire&ion out of Gods 
word uſe prayer and faſting to turne away the 
Lords provoked anger : ſo heathens inſtructed by 
the Divell their malter thought to remoue their af- 
_  flictionsby Playes. But the Popes of Rome folem- 
__  niſedtheir Feſtivals and Iubilies with all ſortes of 
7 FPlayesandSportes for recreation, and to delite the 
people with ſuch fooleries, 


TIT. The 


of Stage-playes, IL 


ITI. The argument of Stage-playes. 


4 Hereas Stage-playes ordinarily goe un- [ 
{ | / der the name cither of Tragedies or cls _ | 
of comedies; we are to underſtand that 4. 
the argument or matter acted in tragedies is mur- 
ther, treaſon, rebellion , and ſuch like; and in co- 
medies 1s bauderie, coſenage, and meere kna- 
Verie, 
FJ But here ſome men eyther meerly ignorant (as 0bjefion. 
: the moſt religious and learned are ignorant of ma- gucons de 
ny things, for We know but in part. 1 Cor. 13.9.) Or _ Chniii 
els perverſly irreligious , will ay , that ſometimes EE 
the ſacred Scripture is or may be acted by players 
on the ſtage, and thereby a man may learne more 
then ata ſermon. $5 
But for better information of the ignorant, and Anjver 
more forcible confutation of the perverſe and pro- vn 
fane, a threefold anſwer may be giuen. 
Firſt, concerning thoſe perſons that ſo greatly «afar. 
deſire to learne religion at Stage-playes, let them - 
examine their owne conſcicnces by their workes 
which.are manifeſt before God and men , and con- 
11der themſelues in thele fiue points, | 
1. Theyfeldome come to the Church to learne 
- religion according to Gods ordinance, though 
God command them ſo to doe, Deut. 12, 5. But 
e ſhall ſeeke the place Which the Lord your God ſhll chooſe 
out of all your tribes, to put his name there, and there t6 
awel, and thither thou ſhalt come,&c, though God in- 
treate them ſo to doe, Prov. 1. 20. Wiſedome cryeth 
Without : ſhee uttereth ber woyce in the ſtreets. &c, as al- 
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ſo Prov. 9. 3. &, and though they promiſed at 
their baptiſme ſo to doe, 


2. They reade the Scriptures little or never at 
home, they catechiſc not their families, Deut 6, 7. 


or they are not catechiſed themſelues. 


3. They havelittle or no delite to conferre and 
talke of religion, but rather are wearie of ſuch as 


ſpeake to them of religion, avoide their companie, 
and call them Puritanes. 


4. They leade not theirlife religiouſly , but fol- 
low the faſhion of the world eyther one way or 
other. 

5. They reſort not to Stage-playes to learne re- 
ligion, but to ſolace them ſelues in finne. 


Secondly, concerning the Stage-players. 


1. They are no greate Divines, no Doors of 


divinitic, ſcarſe good profeflors of religion. 

2. They are not called of God to any ſuch pub= 
like function, as to be teachers of religion. _ 

3. They are forbidden to meddle with religion 


Plal. 50. 16, What haſt thou to doe to declare mine ordt-. 
ances that thou ſhoulde/? take my name in thy mouth, ſee- 


1ng thou hateſt to be reformed, and haſt caſt my Wordes be» 


hide thee ? 


4. They abuſe ſcripture when they rehearſe it 


upon the ſ{tage,as conjurers and witches do in their 


inchantments , charmes, ſorceries, and conjura- 
tions, dv. 
5. They pollute Scripture when they mention 
1t upon the Stage, Foras the Prieſtanſwered Hag. 
2, 14, that if a polluted perſon touched the Geri. | 


ccs, the oblation ſhould be uncleane; ſo if theſe 
; Stage» 
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Stage-players meddle with Scripture they pol- 
lute it. | 
Thirdly, concerning the Scripture it felke,  3-aſaw | 


1. God ordeyned not that the Holy Scriptures 
ſhould be acted upon the Stage, in ſuch kinde of _ 
ſcurrilitie , by ſuch light and vaine perſons, nor to ; 
ſuch ende as to make ſporte and paſtime ; but with 
great reverence to be ſoberly handled, by faythfull 
and lawfull miniſters, in the holy aſſemblies of the 
ſaintes. 
2. The Scripture is Gods power to beate down 
finne, and not to mainteine it; to beget fayth , nor 
to deſtroy it; to bring men into Gods glorious 
F kingdome, and not to throwe them downe into 
hell. | 
3, God ſmote one Theopompus, an infidell, 

with Lunacic, for inſerting Scripture in his wri- 

' tings, and one Theododtes with blindnes for citing 

#' Scrjpturein his tragedie, as it is reported by Iofe- 

| phus antiq. lib, 12, cap, 2, and by Euſebius de pre- 
parat. euangel, lib. 8, cap. 1. 

' ._,, Wherefore it is a profane thing to deale with 
Scripture upon the Stage, or in any ſportand play, 
it ]s pernitious to the actors, hcarers, and bcholders. 


hs 
—_— 


FOE A" - AIP . | ” 
OO RUY[DE_MrR_CLUSAcYDYPE,YYECSSTY COKE PAY Yee 


S _— 


1D [. T he reaſons which proue S raveplayes to 
beunlawful, 


The firſt reaſon. 


Ss He firſt reaſon ſhall be taken from their ort- 
ginall beginning, which was from the Hea- 
an] | B s then, 
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then, and to pacifie their idolls anger , that preſent 
afflictions might be removed, as hath been ſhewed 
before; ſect. 3. And therefore they ſeeme unlaw- 
full for Chriſtians, whom the Apoſtle warneth to 
avoyd,not onely that which is evill, bur alſo the ve- 
ry ſhewe of cvill. Avfeyne From all appearance of evil, 


1 Thefl., 5,22. Andinanother place he ſayth : Fur- 


thermore, brethren, Whatſoever things are true, Whatſoe- 


ver things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, #hatſoc- 


ver things are pure , Whatſoever things pertcine to lone , 
Whatſoever things are of good report , if there be any ver- 
rue , or if there be any prayſe, thinke on theſe things, &Cs 
Philip. 4,38. Wherefore ſecing there are none of 
thele things in Stage-playes, and that they bring 
with them not onely appearance of evill , but evill 


 itlelfe, they-may not be counted lawfull for Chri- 


{tzans. S 
But ſome will ſay, we haue no reſpect to their 


_ heatheniſh beginning oruſe, but now they ſeruc 


onely for recreation, and not otherwiſe. 

The anſwere #&rit ſheweth what are lawfull re- 
creations, and ſecondly confuteth the objection. 
Recreation isa meere compound Latine word, 


made Engliſh by uſe, and fignifieth to rexew , to rc- 


paire , tO xeuver, tOreftore, orto refreſh eyther the 
bodic, or the minde, or both, when they are impai- 


red, overworne, wearied, or ſpent in the imploy- 


ments of mens lawtull callings, to the end that men 
recreated ( for it ſeemeth convenient to reteyne 
the word) and refreſhed, may chearetully returne 


- _—_— | 
to their lawfull callings againe, and thercin ſeruc 


God faythfully. Wherefore here are three things 


Firſt, 


of Stage-playes. 15 
Firſt, that recreations are not alwaycs neceſflarie, 
nor to be permitted toall perſons, but onely to 


thoſe that are overwearied with honeſt labour in 


their lawfull callings. | 
Secondly, that recreations {erue onely to refreſh 


- men, and make them fitter for the ductics of their 


callings. | 

Thirdly, ſome recreations , which the Lord our 
gratious God,and mercitull Father hath in his wilſe- 
domeand loue to his ſervants granted and thought 
meete for the ſonnes of men, are particularly to be 
mentioned, and namely theſe fiue ſpecially : 

Firſt,ſome little reſt from labour,as it the reapers 
in harveſt time may but fit downe and reſt them 
ſelues for one quarter ofan hourc, they will return 
more freſhly to their worke againe. And lo it is 
with all other men, in what calling ſocver they are 
occupied. 

Secondly, foode meate and drinke, which re- 
freſheth man comfortably , and maketh him fitter 
and moreable to performe the ductics of his cal- 
ling. | 
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Thirdly,ſleepe reneweth man and refreſheth him 3. Slee. 


greatly , that he is thereby, as if he had not beene 
wearied before. 

Fourthly , ſome change of labour quickeneth a 
man, that his former wearines is torgotten. 


4. Change of 
[abonr. 


Fiftly, Muſick is a chearcfull recreation to the 5. Muſick. 


minde, that hath beene blunted with (erious medi- 


tations. | 
Theſe and ſuch like are holy and g00d recreati- 
ons both comfortable and profitable, whereunto 


may be added holy conference of good men con- 


ccrning 


EA , 


EA ® 


LIN 


FOE ORE 
had 4 


CUCSEEIANSPECIA SS, 


_— 
+7 yo 


—— 


SERENE EUDSSITSEDSPSELNSTS 


__— 


-— 
7%, ob? 


-_ 


a 7 _ "TT 


I. ” 


16 A Treatiſe " 


cerning goodand neceſſarie matters. 

As for hawking , hunting, fiſhing , fouling, and 
ſuch like , they are rather to be counted honeſt and 
lawtull callings, wherein men may get their living 


with their labour, then recreations , Except it be by 


| Conſutation, 


2 Reaſon. 


change of labour, as in other lawfull callings, 

And now to come to confutation of the objec- 
tion, it ſcemeth that Stage-playes cannot be coun- 
ted inthe number of recreations, and that for theſe 
three reaſons. 

Firſt,they arenot worhie to be compared to any 
of the former lawfull recreations. 

Secondly, they ſerue not the ende of recrea- 
tions, which is to refreſh the wearie, but not to 
make men delight in ſinne, 

Thirdly, the moſt perſons that ordinarily reſorte 
to them, are veric idle perſons,that ſhould rather be 
ſctto ſome honeſt labour , then ſo unprofitably to 
miſpend their time to their owne hurte. 

The originall beginning then is {uſſicient to per- 
{wade the faythfull to renounce Stage-playes, and 
ſay unto them, Gere thee hence. Elai. 30. 22, 


The ſecond reaſon, 


H E ſecond reaſon may be taken from 


6, 
: the matter or argument, which is acted 
upon the Stage, which is eyther murther 


and miſchicfin tragedies, or bauderie and coſonage 


_ in comedies, as was obſerved before ſet. 4. And 
the reaſon may be contrived thus. 


It is not lawfull for Chriſtians to ſporte them- 


| felues eyther with the dreadful judgments ph 
= -: 


of Stage-playes. 17 % 


God, or with the abhominable ſinnes of men. 

But in Stage-playes there are acted ſometimes 
the fearefull judgments of God, as in tragedies : 
andſometimes the vile and hatefull ſinnes of 
men, as 11 comedies. 

And therefore it is full of horrour ſeriouſly to 
thinke upon them, and muck more to be eyther 
actor to ſhew them , or beholder and hearer to 
laughat them, ordelite in them. 

Ham derided his Fathers nakednes Gen, 9, 22. 


but he was accurſed for it. Curſes are denounced © 


in Gods Law againſt all ſinners, Deut, 27, 26. And 
they that make a ſport of ſinne cannot ayvoyd Gods 
curſe, no morethen they that feaſted when they 
ſhould haue faſted , Elay. 22, 14. Swrely this iniquitie 
ſhall not be purged from you , till ye aye , ſayth the Lord of 
HoasStes, 


/ 


The third reaſon, 


HE third reaſon is taken from the Stage- ; rum, 


7. 
players, and from ſuch their vices as pro- 
perly belong to them , as they are Stage- 
players. And four of their vices may perlwade all 
men that their playes are unlawfull. 

Firſt, they being men, change their apparel, and 
put on womans apparell , without which exchange 
they cannot act ſome partes in their Playes , which 
thing the Lord forbiddeth. Deut. 22.5. The Woman 
fhall not Wweare that Which perteyneth to the man , neyther 
ſhall a man put on Womans rayment : for all that do ſo are 
an abomination to the Lord thy God, For this change 


of apparell maketh the man effeminate , and the 
Ge: woman 


Is 


—c 
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woman maniſh, as ſome can teſtific if they would , 


' fome haue confeſſed, and the Heathen know, Cy- 


prianus lib. 2. epiſt. 2, ſpeaking of this change of 
apparell in Stage-playes, ſayth thus : ev7rantur ma- 
res; men looſe their manhood &c. Charondas 
made a law to the inhabitants of Thuria ( which is a 
citie in Greece . deſcribed by Paufſanias in Mefſenij- 
cis, and by Strabo lib. 8.) that if any man refuſed 


to goe to warres, orbeing in the field caſt downe 


his weapons and ranne away , he ſhould ſtand three 


dayes in the open market in womans apparelL, 
which argued effeminatenes in him , as if formerly 


| hehaduſed it. Diodor, lib. 12. 


Secondly, they never come on the Stage in 
theire owne name, but fome 1n the name and per- 
ſon of a divell, others ofa foole, others of a bawde, 
others of a tyrant, others of other men, which be- 
ſeemeth not a Chriſtian, neither proccedeth it of 
God, norisapproved of God, but is contrarie to 
Chriſtian profeſſion, Tit. 2. 12, © 

Thirdly , they ſweare by the living God , which 
is contrarie to the Law of God , Exod, 20. 7, or by 
heathen idols, which is forbidden, Exod. 23. 13. 


or by both, which is reproved Amos 8.14. Zephan. 


I, Se h : 

Fourthly,they teach their hearers and beholders 
much {inne in the acting of their Playes, as to 
{wearc, curſe, lye, flatter , coſen, ſteale, to pla 


the bawde and the harlot, with very many ſu 


Other lewde leſſons, 


The 


» 


| j 
| of S tage playes 4 | F 
The fourth Reaſon, E 
8, HE fourth reaſon ariſeth from the conſi- , rm, 
/ deration of the hearers and beholdetrs, | 
who being baptiſed into the name of y 
Chriſt, arc brought into danger of gods wrath, and / 
their owne condemnation, 1in as much as they are _ 
partakers of the ſinnes of the Players and of the ; 
Playes in approving them. And whatſoever brings Ix 
meninto theſe dangers muſt needs be evill. And F 
beſides the approbation , which maketh them guil- / 
tic, they learne {inne : for as ſayth Cyprianus lib, ol 
2. Epiit. 2, 4dulterium diſritur , dum videtur , they ; 
learne to commit adulterie, when they heareand *- of 
behold ſuch immodeſt and unchaſte words and ge- «md 
ſtures upon the ſtage. And many goec honeſt thi- If 
ther, which returne home diſhoneſt. Tob made a Þ, 
covenant with his eyes , that he would not looke Mo | 
on a maide, Iob 31.1, David defired God to turne F 
away his eyes from regarding vanitie, Plal.119.37. ll; 
The jift Reaſon. = 
9. HE fift reaſon may be taken from con-, ,,., $ 
fideration of theſe eight fruits or effects * ; 
* which follow Stage-playes : Bs | 
Firſt, the Stage-players get their living by an un — & {? 
godly & unlawtull trade, never approved by God, ; / 
& when they ſhall ſtand at the barre of Gods judge- > 
ment , they ſhall be ſpcachles, and caſt into utter ll; 
darkenes , where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of k 
tecth, Except they repent and forlake their wicked F 
C 2 trade if 
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trade betimes , whiles the Lord granteth ſpace to 


repentance. 
Secondly, the hearers receaue much hurte by 
them , as was noted in the fourth reaſon, and if ir 
be true which is reported, whoredome is ſome- 
times committed at that place, and at thattime, 
Thirdly,the better ſort of men which are gover- 
nours of tamilies, receaue domage, when ſome of 
their families reſorte to Stage-playes,for ſometimes 
their goods are ſtollen to mainteine Lewdnes, 
ſometimes their daughters or maide-ſervants are 
defiled, or ſtollen away , and maricd without their 
goVernours conſent or privitic. 
Fourthly, the word of God and the miniſters 
thereof, arc now and then taxed and taunted, 
Fiftly , the Lord himſelfe is there blaſphcamed 
ordinarily, | 
Sixtly , the poore in the church of Chriſt, are 
hindred from ſome relicfte, which otherwiſe they 
might haue. for the prodigalitie laviſhed upon 


_ Stage-players, reſtrayneth the liberalitie that might 


and ought to be beſtowed upon the poore. 
Seauenthly,there is lofle of pretious time, which 
ſhould be ſpent in Gods ſervice, by thoſe thatare 
hired to be diligent labourers in his vineyard, and 
not be wickedly miſpent in ſuch ſinfull ſportes, fee- 
ing everic one, both young and olde, muſt giue ac- 
count to God of his labours , and of his time ſpent 
in this life, | The Holy Ghoſt fayth Ephel. 5. 16. 
Redeeme the time, for the dayes are evil ; but {ome men 
lay, Let us haue paſtime, that js, any ſinfull courſe, 


whereby we may paſſe away & miſ-ſpend the ſhort 


time which we haue in this life , that the day of 
| cath, 


DA 
we . _ 


of” Stage-playes, 21 


death, judgment, and condemnation may come | 

ſpeedily upon us before we repent, and before we | 

conſecrate our ſelues wholly to God, Peter fayth : = 

It is ſufjicient for us , that We haue ſpent the time paſt of 

this life , after the les of the Gentiles , Walking in Wan= 

zonnes, luites , drunkennes , in gluttonie , drinkings, and 
 abominable idolatries, 1 Pet.4.3. Andifany be other- 

wile minded, the Lord in his time will either con- 

vert or confound him, 

Eightly, whereas the life of a Chriſtian effectual- g, 

ly called, ſhould be ſpent continually in fighting | 

againſt all kinde of ſinne, in crucifying the old man, 

and in renewing the inner man dayly , theſe Stage- 

playes quench. the ſpirit, and deſtroy the new man, 

as alſo on the other part, they foſter, cheriſh, and 

mainteyne the old man , as all thoſe that haue the 

ſpirit of Chriſt know and feele. Burt if any man haue 

not the ſpirit of Christ, the ſame is not his. ROM. 8. 9. 
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The ſixth Reafon, 


| 10, HE fixt reaſon may be taken from the 6 Ream... 

| opinion and judgment'of all ſortes and 

ſtates of men, by whom theſe Stage- 

playcs haue been difalowed. y 2 

Firſt, all orthodoxall Proteſtants of all ages and r, Orthodoxat 
times, which maintayned the generall doctrine of * nam 
the Catholike church, haue cenſured Stage-playcs, 
as unlawtull from age to age hitherto. To reporte 
and repeate their ſeverall judgements out of their 
owne writings, or out of hiſtories, is more then 1 
can performe, it would make a greate volume , 1t 
| | DE G-5 would 
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would be tedious te reade, and perhaps not ſo ne- 


ceſlarie. 
Wherefore it ſcemeth rather conyenicnt to call 


2 greate number of them together out of all the pla- 


ces of their dwellings, a,-d as it were out ofall the 
world, that they all may be heard to ſpeake oge- 


ther with one conſent and voyce. Burt becaule it 
would be a verie tedious , and troublcſome thing , 
for ſo many, ſo reverend , and ſo old aged Fathers 
to travell ſo farre ; it is more convenient and reaſo- 
nable to ſpare their labours ſo much as may be, and 
call them togetherat three ſeverall times, and in 
three {everall places of their habitations ; that is, to 


call thoſe of Afia, to meete together in Aſia : thoſe 


of Africa , in Africa: and thoſe of Europe, in 
Europe. 

In Aſia, about two and twentie of the moſt reve- 
rend Fathers of thoſe times , met together in Lao- 
dicea, ſomewhat more then 300 yeres after Chriſt, 
and holding a councill there, decreed cap. 54- that 


none of the Cleargie ſhould be preſent at Stage- 


playes. , And the Centuriators of Magdeburg haue 
inſerted this whole Councill in their laborious and 
worthic hiſtoric Cent. 4, cap. 9, col. 834. 

In Africa more then 400 years after Chriſt there 
were ſome four and fortie of the worthieſt & lear- 
nedſt Fathers aſſembled at Carthage in the third 
councill that was holden there , amongſt whom 
was that worthie Auguſtinus, and they decreed 
cap. 11. that the children of miniſters or of others 
of the Cleargie ſhould not be preſent at Stage- 


Pplayes, ſeeing none of the Laitie might be there. 


Serpper enim Chriſtianis omnibys hac interdicium eff , ut 
ubt 
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of Stage-playes. 27 
abi blaſphemi ſunt, non accedant. that is ; for all chriſti- 
ans haue evermore beene forbidden to come in 
place, where blaſphemers are. And the ſame reli- 
gious Fathers then, and there decreed allo cap. 35. 
That the church ſhould not tetuſe to receaue the 
Stage-players into their fellowſhip , if they repen- 
ted and renounced that their trade of playing, 

Whereby is evident thatStage-players in thoſe for- 
mer and purer times, were generally excommuni- 
cated, and caſt out of the focietic of the ſaintes. 

In Europe divers wotthie and graue Fathers of x,,,u, 
the church, called and ſummoned by Conſtantinus 
Magnus a little after the Nicene Councill,to come 
togetheratArles inFrance,held twoCouncils there, 
the firſt and ſhortly after the ſecond. In both which 
they decreed the excommunication of all Stage- 
<p » fo long as they continued that trade of 
ife, Andin the firſt Councill , cap. 5. thus they 
lay : De theatricis, & ipſos placuit , quandin agunt , 4 
communione ſeparari ; that is , as touching Stage- 
players, we thinke it good, that whiles they conti- 
nue in that trade of lite,they be keptfrom the com- 

_ munion. Andin the ſecond Councill held there 
preſently after, they decree the fame thing againe, 
can, 20. and almoſt in the ſame words, 

Bur yetto giue in more evidence, we may hane 
alt rhe worthie Fathers of the Churches in Ala, / 
Africa, and Europa, aſſembled rogether in the fixt 
gencrall Council , which was held at Conſtanti- 
nople, approue that which'at Laodicea in Afia, and 
at Carthage ih Africa, was decreed againſt Stage- 
players. For when Conſtantinus Pogonatus in the 
yeare 681 called that fixt general Councel at Con-! 
m1119; | ſtantinople 
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ſtantinople againſt theMonothelites of thoſe times, 
as Zonoras, T omo tertio ſheweth, about fiue yeares 
after, his ſonne Inſtinianus II, aflembled the Fa- 
thers there againe, as Gratianus diſt. 16, cap. 7, and 
the Centuriators of Magdeburgh , Cent. 7, cap. 9. 
col. 455. doc witneſle : and can, 20, they approue 
thoſe two former Councils of Laodicca and of 
Carthage, 

And thus we haue the judgement of all the or- 
thodoxall and true Catholike Fathers of the chure 
ches throughout the whole world , againſt Stage=- 
players, and Stage-playing, with one conſent. 

Secondly , the Papiſts, though they be favourers 
of Stage-playes, and actors ſometime upon the 
Stage (as lately at Lions in France) yet they cannot 


| for verie ſhame juſtifie them , but contrariewiſe 


3, Par;ement. | 


condemne them in their writings. And in their 
great Canon booke of Decrees compiled by Gra- 
tian , they ratifie the four firſt generall Councils , 
and all the other Councils made afterwards, and 
conteyned in that greate booke of Decrees, diſt. 
15. Cap.2.& 4. and diſt, 16. cap. 6. &c. they ap- 


proue by name the three Councils alledged be- 


fore, More particularly they approve that which 


was mentioned before of the Council of Laodj- 


cea,de conſecratione diſt. 5. cap.z7, and that which 
was'decreed againſt Stage-plaies in the third Coun- 
cill of Carthage, de con{ccrar. diſt, 2, cap. 96. and 
the canons of the ſixt generall Councill, de conſe- 
cratione diſt, 3, cap.29. 
_ Thirdly,the Honourable Court of Parliament in 
this Fand , hath juſtly cenſured Stage-players, as 
thole that liue notin a lawfull trade to —_— 
| tema 
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of Srage-playes. 25 
themſelues by. as in the xiiij, yeare of Elizabeth , 
chap. 5. and in the xxxix yeare of Elizab. chap. 7, 
and in the ſecond yeare of King mes, chap. vij, 

Fourthly , the civill law in pointing out thoſe 
perſons which are of evill note or name, ſayth thus 
of Stage-players Pande&t. lib. 3, tit, 2, Fos enim, qui 
queſtus canſa 1n certamina deſcendunt , & omnes propter 
premium in ſcenam prodeuntes , fameſos eſſe , Pegaſus & 
Nerwva reſponderuzt ; that is, Pegaſus and Nerva ſaid, 
that thoſe were infamous which tryed maſterie for 
gaine, and all that came upon the Stage for a re- 
warde, 
ſame purpoſe. Novel. conſt. 51. 


Fiftly , the infidell Heathens , howſoever they , 


firſt deviſed them, and after uſed them very much , 
yet haue they diſalowed them , as Auguſtine de ci- 
'vitate Det, lib. 2, cap. 13. rehearſing the words of 
Scipio out of Tullic, ſheweth ; um artem ludi- 
cram ſcenamque totam probro ducerent , genus id homi- 
num non modo honore civinm reliquorum carere,ſed etiam 
tribu moveri notatione cenſoria voluerunt, that is , The 
Romans accounting thoſe playes, and the whole 
Stage to be reproachfull, when they valued the 
goods and enrolled the names of their citizens, 

gaue not the honour of other citizens to Stage- 

players, but razed their names out of their wardes 
or companies. Suctonius taxeth Nero for a favo- 

rer of them, andanacoramong them. Arnobius 
lib. 7. contra gentes, appealing to the conſcience 

of the Heathen , ſheweth that they diſallow them , 
and ſayth thus of the Stage-players, acFores inhoneſtos 
eſſe jus veſtrum judicarvit, that is,your owne law hath 
adjudged the ſtage-players to be no honck m_ F 
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And theſe judgements of men are ſufficient to 
condemne Stage-playes as unlawfull, and diſhoneſt 
| alfo, as Cornelius Nepos ſayth in his preface before 

the deſcription of the noble Emperours, 


Il, T 


holders. 

1. Philip king of Macedonia,and father of Alex- 
ander the greate , was ſlaine ata play by Pauſanias , 
as Diodorus Siculus writcth lib. 16. 

Plinius hiſtor. natur. lib, 7. cap. 53. ſpeaking of 
divers that dyed ſodainly, ſayth, that one M. Oh- 
lius Hilarus a noble player of Comedies, after he 
had played his part gallantly on the day of his birth, 
and was vaunting at ſupper of his dayes worke,died 
{odainly at the table. 

3. Paulus Oroftus lib. 7, cap. 4. writeth that 1n 
the twelft yeare of Tiberius, ( which was three 
yeares before Chriſt beganne to preach the Goſpel 
publikely) there were twentie thouſand perſons 
Mlaine by the fall of the Theater at Fidena in ltalie. 
. 4. About thirteene yeares after , Caius Caligula 
the Emperour was flaine ata play. Ioſeph.antiq.lib. 
' 19. Cap. 1, Suctonius in Caligula cap, 58. | 
 . $5. About 150 yeares after Chriſts nativitie , 
whiles the Playes were kept at Rome with great 
ſolemnitie , for the ſpace of three dayes and three 
"nights together , continually and without inter- 
{- | kt miſlion , 


The ſeauenth Reaſon. 


HE ſecauenth and laſt reaſon is drawne 
from the judgments which God hath: 
inflicted upon the Players, and be- 


. 
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| of Stage-playes. 
miſſion, a great parte of the citie was ſette on 
fire and conſumed, And Phillip the Emperour 
was ſ{layne at-Varona, and his ſonne at Rome, 
as it 1s reported by Sextus Aurelius, Pomponius 
Lztus, and Eutropius lib. 9. 

6. Tertullianus in his booke de Spectaculis, 
ſayth , that a Chriſtian woman going to the 
playes, was then poſſefled of a divell, and when 
other Chriſtians, intending to caſt the divell out 

. of her, demanded of him, how he durſt pre- 
ſume to aflault one that beleeved in Chrilt, the 
divell anſwered, that he found her in his owne 
houſe , and therefore had good right to ſeaze 
upon her. Alſo he writeth in the ſame Booke 
and place, that an other faythfull woman going 
alſo ro bchold the Playes, had eyther a feare- 
full dreame or a viſion the next night after, 
wherein ſhee was checked for going to the Playes, 
was warned of her death, and dyed within fiue 
dayes after, 

7. Aventinus annal. Bojorum lib. 7. writeth, 
that about 1200 yeares after Chriſt , three hun- 
dred men were flaine with hayle and lightning 
at Piſonium , a cittie of Bavaria, in the confines 
of Italie, whiles they were there to behold the 
Playes. | 

8. The fame Author Aventinus annal. Bojor. 
lib. 7. writeth alſo , that when Pope Nicholaus 
V. {olemnized his rich Iubilie, in the yeare 1450, 
with Stage playcs , fine hundred & threeſcore per- 

ſons, comming to Rome to behold the Playes, 
were partly troden to death , and partly drowned 
in Tiber. 
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9. At London in the yeare of Chriſt 1583 eight 
perſons were ſlaine, and more hurte , by the fall of 


the theater, 
10, AtLijons in France in the moneth of Auguſt, 
in the yeare 1607, whilecs the Ieſuites were acting 
their Playes , to the diſgrace of true religion , and 
the profeſſors thereof, the Lord from heauen con» 
tinuing thunder & lightnings, for the ſpace of two 
houres together, ſlewe twelue perſons pre- 
ſently,and amaſed all the reſt with great | 
terrourand feare. 


FINIS. 
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